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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...

Advocacy
Interaction & Collaboration

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Communication 
Attention to Managed Care

& Reimbursement Issues
Education

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Advocacy:

Political & Legislative

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Regulatory

Judicial

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

Advocacy: The Balance

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Political Advocacy + Legislative Advocacy

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Political Advocacy:

ncoaPAC

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Relationships

Relationships

Relationships

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

TORT REFORM LEGISLATION – 1995
Created minimum qualifications for experts

t tif i  i  di l l ti  l it  d

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

testifying in medical malpractice lawsuits and
established stringent pre-screening procedure for

malpractice complaints.  The bill also capped
punitive damages at $250,000 or three times
compensatory damages, whichever is greater. 
Punitive damages can be awarded only if the

patient can prove that the defendant is liable for
compensatory damages.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Legislative Advocacy:

TORT REFORM / EXPERT 
WITNESS – 1995

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Allowed up to ten written 
interrogatories to review the 
identity and/or qualifications 

of an “expert.”
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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

PROMPT PAY LEGISLATION – 2000

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Requires payment or 
full disclosure as to claim
problems within 30 days.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

PATIENT BILL OF RIGHTS – 2001
The bill sets up independent external review of

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

a HMO’s denials if a patient disagrees, allows
patients to sue HMO’s after review of the health
plan and an external independent council, allows
patients to receive necessary prescriptions even if

the drug is not on the company’s approved list, and
allows people with serious, chronic diseases to

choose specialists as their primary care physicians.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Legislative Advocacy:

STATE  BUDGET / MEDICAID

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Medicaid reimbursement = 95% of Medicare.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

SCOPE OF PRACTICE/
PATIENT SAFETY

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Athletic Trainers
Podiatry
Naturopathy

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

WORKERS

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

WORKERS
COMP  ACT

- 2005

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

Physician 

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Employment
of  Physical 
Therapists
(POPTS) - 2006
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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

Medical Liability

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Reform  - 2007
Creates arbitration option in 

medical liability cases.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

Certificate of Need (CON)

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

( )

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy:

Medical 

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Liability 
Reform

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy  .  .  .  in Washington, DC

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

AAOS National Orthopaedic
Leadership Conference

> State Society Strategy Sessions

> Capitol Hill Visits

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy  .  .  .  in Washington, DC

2007 AAOS NOLC

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Legislative Advocacy  .  .  .  in Washington, DC

2008 AAOS NOLC

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina
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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

Advocacy is not a
spectator sport.  
G  i  h  

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Get in the 
game.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

Advocacy opportunities:
Legislative Key Contact
White Coat Wednesday
L l M i  i h l i l

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Local Meetings with legislators
Doctor of the Day
PAC support (ncoaPAC & MEDPAC)
AAOS Leadership Day
At a minimum – Be a member

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Judicial Advocacy:

Craven County

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

y
Radiology 

Lawsuit - 2005

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Regulatory Advocacy:

North Carolina

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

o t  Ca o a
Medical Board

Physician Profiling
Definition of Surgery

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Regulatory Advocacy:

North Carolina

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Department of
Health & Human
Services

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Regulatory Advocacy:

North

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Carolina
Industrial
Commission
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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Insurer/Reimbursement Advocacy:

Health Plan &
3rd P t  P R l ti

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

3rd Party Payor Relations
through the resources of the 

North Carolina Medical Society

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Insurer / Reimbursement Advocacy :

Blue Cross Blue Shield

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

“Assistant Surgeon” 
Coverage

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association
What we do...

Insurer / Reimbursement Advocacy:

Advanced

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Advanced
Imaging

Pre-Authorization

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Education

2008 NCOA
Annual  Meeting

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Annual  Meeting
October 10-12
Grove Park Inn
Asheville, NC

Mark your calendar!

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Communications

NEWSLETTERS

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

NEWSLETTERS

eNews BROADCASTS

WEB SITE:
www.ncorthopaedics.org

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Communications / P.R.

Media Relations
P  R l

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Press Releases
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The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

What we do...
Professional Relations

Collaboration with:
North Carolina Medical Society

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

y
AAOS
State Specialty Societies
BONES
Various Agencies

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

where YOU come in…

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

The NCOA needs every 
orthopaedic surgeon

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

in North Carolina
as a member.

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

Including . . . .

Private Practice 

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Academia
Residents
Fellows

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

As our membership grows
our voice grows!

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

As our voice grows our
effectiveness grows, improving

our chance for success !

The North Carolina 
Orthopaedic Association

Not a member?
JOIN TODAY!

NCOA - The voice of orthopaedic surgeons & their patients in North Carolina

Already a member?
BE SURE TO RENEW!




